Glenn and Sherry Edmunds-Flett were
close to Georgina Papin, and after
Sunday’s conviction of Pickton, the

couple reflect on who she was

By Jason Roessie
Mlizsion Record

The First Mations woman
whipped oul her guitar and sang
a soikg.

Her clear, stromg vopse im
mediately enthralled all wheo
listenesl, pambng vivil prcrunes
with her words and melodies,

She had spent some lime in
amd out of jil, and lived for a
lime in Mission, just off Home
Streed, wiath her four chaldren
amd comman-law hosband. But
despite her troubles, she Bercely
loved her kids and was deter-
mimed to do what she couald 1o
care for them all.

Her former Litesivle and ad-
dictions kept coming back 1o
haari her. The 1.::.'|.'It o addactins
changed this charming woman,
and evenmmally led 1o her being
number 17 on a list of missing
women, and one of the 1’!-:1'|-|:||-t a
serial killer was convicted Sun-
day of murdering at his Por
Coquitlam pig farm,

Geosging Papin would have
besen 44 this coming March.
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Geeorgina was last scen in
March 199, when she suffered
a drug overdose and was treated
far plh,'llll1l:-|1'i:] al 51, Paul®s. She
was 35,

In 19497, she"d been living in
Mission with her children, mak-

ing aboriginal crafts and atwend-
ing pow-wows, Two years later,
shie was back in the thrall of her
drug addicteon, and woald dizap-
pear for davs, her friend Evelyn
T:lun.g-,:hlul' recalled for jurors,
She loved jewelry, and the colour
red, The last tme Youngchief
saw her friend. she was weanng
three silver rings she'd given
hier amid a |'|.ai'r of hlack, spre-hve
heels. Three wears later, some of
her hand bones were discovered
at the Pickton properiy.

{_i-n,rl'ginuw:m st an Hiodsheemea,
sourth of Bdmonton, She grew up
in foster homes, separated from
her eight siblings.

Sherry Fdmunds-Flett and bius-
bamd Glenn shared their home
with Georgina twice in the late
195K0%, trving 1o help her through
her problems =0 she could pet
ber life back on insck,

The women Robert Pickion
killed were victimized long be.
fore he got to them. the couple
ASHETTS,

Every ane of the women, with-
oul exception, Glenn notes, had
suffered through some type of
iraumatic, life-alizring event or
seriiss of events that pual them on
their path of self-destruction

And they were all human be-
ings. The Fleits cntwized the
media for putfing 100 mach
Cm p-hu-;iﬁ on Pcklon, and nol
enough on the women
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Women were

all victims
before being
murdered
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ihemselves, calling it the final indignity they
suffered.

It's not todally the police’s fault either, es-
pecially because of the nomadic nature of
some residents on the Downlown Eastside.
But regardless, the couple feels the cawe was
mishandled.

Remembering a valued friend

The Flets saw how hard Georging tried, so
they worked their hardest to give her a chance,
She staved al the Mission couple’s home in
IS and 1996, for one month and then four,
respectively. The Flets are well-respecied for
their work with inmates in the community,
along with the formation of LING {(Long Term
Inmates Mow in the Community).

Friecnds remember a very oulgoing person,
wha simply hod too many kids 100 fast, and
allowed the pressure 10 overwhelm her,

The Flens are godparents to Georgina's chils
dren, but Sherry went one step further, sharing
her breastmilk (she hod 5 newbom at the time
as well) when Georgina™s babies neacted to
formila,

They tried to stay m contact with ber chil-
dren afler Georging went missing, but it has
been years since any family had phoned the
Fleits with news,

Even with the Fleils belp, it wasn't encugh,
says Glenn, as e looked down at the church
fioor, Georginn had four kids, theee of them
under two at the time, She was living on so-
cial assistance, and dido’t get much belp from
anyone else.

The Fletts were in Abbotsford o few years
ago this month, getting ready for a Christmas
evenl they were bosting when officers from the
Missing Women's Task Fomee visiled.

They showed Glenn and Sherry a st — one
with na names, only aumbers — and asked if
ihey knew any of the people depicted.

They pointed to 17. Tt was Georgina.

Omce excavalions started at the pig farm,
Sherry said she knew in ber heart that their
friend was there, something that was con-
firmed several months later when definitive
DMA evidence was localed. Investipators told
them they were one of the last peaple 1o have
had amy contact with her, and that was in
1995,

While Pickion™s conviction Sunday brought
sorie measune of closure for the Flets, they are
determined fo remember ber as they knew her

The loving mother of four who adored her
children, and could touch vour soul with her
music.

Read Georgina's
own words >>>
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In her own words

This is a brief article written by Georgina Papin in the LINC newsletter in October 1996, defoiling
her struggles and hopes for the future:

Warm hellos to my brothers and sisters within the walls and to those who are making it in @ good
way out in the free world. Georgina here to share with you my personal struggles, and now my
success. For starters, | have nine years on the inside. You know, a little bit here,  little bit there,
a bif everywhere.

My last was three years which | did in the BCCW in Burnaby. And you know what? | grew to be
sick of those bits! There had 1o be a way out of the vicious circle tnul I had created f%r myself,
physically, mentally and emotionally. But how? How could | regain my self-worth and self-
respect? The answers were waiting for me with open arms.

When | first started my journey out here in the community of Mission, | had those awkward
feelings of rejection, helplessness and you know, those self-defeating old negative thoughs!
Much to my own surprise, | made it through Round Lake Treatment Centre, so | now hu?i afew
tools that I'could use.

Native spirituality hos been a big part of my growing years and a real healer in helping me to
find rﬁe! So, | prayed to the Creator for help in my confusion. The answers followed from within
myself.

With the help of Native elders and drug and alcohol counsellors through Mission Indian Friendship
Centre and LING, | have my son, hushand and my ife back. And a new papoose coming. Seek it
— it's there! Write o me. Thank you. All my relations.






